
How can we practice the history 
and analysis of sexuality in early 
modern Europe? Is sexuality best 
described by a continuity of 
models, or alterity and historical 
difference? To what extent can 
we discuss “sexuality” in relation 
to “identity” in the pre-modern 
era? To address these complex 
questions, and to begin to ask new ones, we will concentrate on 
a range of exemplary literary and historical texts from around 
1600 in England. We will be interested to explore both the 
multiple forms and functions of desire, eroticism, sex, gender, 
etc., in this culture, as well as the terms, methods, and theories 
we now use to read the sexual past. We will be particularly 
interested in gaining fluency in the languages of early modern 
identities and desires: sodomy, tribadism, friendship, marriage; 
bodies, their parts, and their pleasures. We will centrally engage 
recent critical controversies in the field over the utility of 
historicism in sexuality studies.   
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