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This course explores the history
of homosexuality as a legible
social and cultural category; of
lgbt individuals and communities
as  self-aware  social and
political actors; and of Igbt/
anti-lgbt politics as arenas in
which modern Americans have
debated fundamental questions about human rights, personal
autonomy, and citizenship. We will map the frameworks within
which individuals have sought out, enjoyed, and understood
sexual activity with others of the same sex; trace the growth of
gay and lesbian communities over the course of the twentieth
century; and survey the dramatic shifts and turns from the
emergence of an organized gay and lesbian political movement
to the traumas of the AIDS epidemic and the increasingly bitter
fights over Igbtg citizenship and personhood of the last few
decades.



