
This class introduces students to 
a variety of philosophical problems 
concerning gender and politics. 
Together, we’ll read classic and 
contemporary texts that examine 
questions such as: what is gender -- 
and how, if it all, does it relate to or 
differ from sex? What does it really 
mean to be a woman or a man -- and 
are these categories we’r e born into or 
categories that we become or inhabit through living in a particular way 
under specific conditions? Human history all the way up to the present 
seems to be rife with asymmetrical relations of power that relegate those 
marked out as women to a subordinate position -- what explains this? 
What would it mean to over turn this state of affairs -- and which strategies 
are most likely to accomplish this task? And to what extent is it possible 
to grapple with all of the above questions -- questions of gender, sex and 
sexuality -- without also, at the very same time, thinking about how they 
relate to questions of class and race? Readings will include selections from 
Simone de Beauvoir, Iris Marion Young, Sandra Bartky, bell hooks, Patricia 
Hill Collins, Judith Butler, Talia Bettcher, and others.
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